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• February 27, 2023, 09:28 hours, G. Marchesiello - I am strongly in favor of re-districting 

local middle schools and re-zone the Fellowship Forest (including Ridgewood Rd) to 

Dumbarton MS. This re-zoning would support our students' social and emotional health due 

to an easier transition to Towson High School and would create a stronger community peer 

base. Right now most the students attending Loch Raven Academy later transition to Loch 

Raven High School, but our (Fellowship Forest) students go on to attend Towson High with 

very few known peers and the added social stressor of having to start over again forging new 

relationships with new peers at a difficult time of physical, emotional, and mental growth and 

development. Additionally, as our neighborhood is currently split to attend two different 

middle schools, our students have difficulty finding peers even within their own 

neighborhood. If our students were to attend Dumbarton MS, the transition to Towson HS 

would be a much smoother and safe one. 

 

• February 27, 2023, 09:58 hours, H. Heckwolf  - I am part of the Providence Parent 

Association (PPA), which includes families from Chatterleigh, Hampton Gardens, Historic 

Hampton, Dogwood Hills, Dunellen, and Pineleigh (planning blocks 226, 227, 228, 232, and 

233).  For the primary reasons set forth below and based on committee feedback and voting 

at the meeting on February 22, 2023, I support the following BCPS middle school Options 

that keep our geographic area zoned for Ridgely Middle School: Option 1(A), Option 6(C), 

and Option 7(D). Options 1(A), 6(C), and 7(D) retain the strong bond between our 

community and the public schools we cherish, while effectively meeting the BCPS Primary 

and Secondary Considerations outlined in BCPS Rule 1280. I strongly oppose Option 5(B), 

which is inconsistent with BCPS Rule 1280 and would harm our students and irreparably 

fracture our neighborhood.   

1. Efficient school capacity use: According to documents published by BCPS contractor, 

Cropper GIS, Options 6(C) and 7(D) provide the best balance among all options as all 

schools withing the study area are within 3% of the district average of 87% capacity. Option 

6(C) correctly anticipates future potential population pressure on Ridgely by annexing the 

northwest part of Ridgely’s current boundary to Cockeysville Middle School, which will still 

be below 90% capacity in 2031. Option 7(D) further anticipates population pressure on 

Ridgely by annexing the northeast part of Ridgely’s current boundary to Pine Grove Middle 

School. 

2. Maintaining or increasing diversity: Options 6(C) and 7(D) would maintain Ridgely 

Middle School’s already-diverse student body. Conversely, rezoning children of the PPA 

would not meaningfully change the diversity mix at Loch Raven Technical Academy. 

3. Continuity of neighborhoods: For decades, the children along the Providence Road 

corridor have attended nearby Hampton Elementary School and Ridgely Middle School, 

which are a short distance along the same street to the west of our neighborhood. Family 

planning decisions have been made based on the proximity of these schools and their 

geographic alignment with our community. Many families have multiple children and 

Options 6(C) and 7(D) maintain the same direction of travel for both elementary and middle 

schools.  Loch Raven Technical Academy is in the opposite direction from our elementary 

school alignment and sending our children there would be unacceptably disruptive. 
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4. Transportation impact and geographic features: Our neighborhoods are naturally bounded 

to the south by I-695 and to the east by the eastern ridge of Cromwell Valley. Ridgely Middle 

School is easily accessible to our community via several routes north of I-695, which impacts 

the timeliness of student arrivals and departures and increases parent involvement at school 

activities. This transportation flexibility for parents is invaluable, while avoiding 

unpredictable congestion of I-695.  In contrast, shifting our neighborhoods to Loch Raven 

Technical Academy would mean parents and buses would need to pass through two large 

commercial zones along Goucher Boulevard and Joppa Road. A transportation pattern Loch 

Raven Technical Academy from the northern Providence Road corridor would further 

exacerbate morning and afternoon congestion for the broader community, while harming 

access in an already busy area. 

In summary, Options 6(C) or 7(D) are the best long-term choices. While Options 6(C) and 

7(D) move the highest number of students now, it would mean fewer boundary disruptions in 

the future. As indicated in Cropper GIS’s overview of Options 6(C) and 7(D), these offer the 

best balance among all the schools within the study. The students and families along the 

Providence corridor would be irreparably harmed by redistricting our neighborhood outside 

of its natural bounds. We wish to maintain the strong bonds between our community and our 

public schools, and Options 6(C) and 7(D) are the solutions that best meet this goal. 

 

• February 27, 2023, 11:09 hours, Anonymous - No to option 6 

 

• February 27, 2023, 13:50 hours, T. Santo - Hello, and thank you for the opportunity to 

comment and for the committee’s work on figuring out the way ahead with school 

boundaries. 

Our family and community are vehemently against maps 5-7. We have a very strong 

preference to either maintain our current districting pattern or, if minimizing splits is a goal, 

to have Carroll Manor Elementary districted to a middle school in the central region 

(Cockeysville or Ridgely). 

It’s understandable that a contract company may not understand neighborhoods or 

communities in our area (much like I have no idea how neighborhoods or communities 

function in the northeast part of our county). We consider ourselves part of the larger 

Jacksonville Community. Our children attend preschool together, participate in sports with 

these students, attend doctors’ appointments in this area, join scouts with these students, etc. 

We live, work, shop, and recreate in Jacksonville, Hunt Valley, Lutherville, Timonium, and 

Hunt Valley. 

Given this, we don’t believe sending any CMES student to Pine Grove MS makes sense. 

That would be exceptionally disruptive to our community as well as create very difficult 

logistical situations for families with multiple children. 

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with the committee 

moving forward. 

 

• February 27, 2023, 14:27 hours, A.  - Please note: Our comments are strictly based on the 

impact to Carroll Manor Elementary School (CMES) students and families, as well as the 
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surrounding community. We cannot speak to the impact on others but hope our comments 

will be received with the same weight as others from larger/more densely populated and 

influential areas in Baltimore County. 

Currently our district feeds into two middle schools, Ridgely Middle and Cockeysville 

Middle School (CMS). We feel that this boundary study is a great opportunity to allow the 

entire CMES community to transition to the same middle school, allowing for relationships 

and support from peers to be maintained at such a pivotal point in their lives. As a result, we 

are NOT in favor of maps 5 and 6.  

However, we are in FAVOR of MAP 1, which shows all of CMES being zoned for CMS.  

That being said, we are NOT in favor of Map 7, which has the entire CMES community 

attending Pine Grove Middle School (PGMS), for the following reasons: 

Maps 7 splits CMES and Jacksonville Elementary School (JES) students into 2 different 

middle schools. The Baldwin/Jacksonville area is a tight knit small community that interacts 

as one town, sharing the same rec council, local shopping areas and parks. The Carroll Manor 

Rec Council interacts with the Cockeysville and Timonium area rec councils as well. Being 

able to further grow these relationships and build on the time already invested is priceless, 

and therefore, it would be extremely beneficial to keep JES and CMES zoned for the same 

middle school, preferably Cockeysville Middle. 

Sending our children to PGMS puts them in Carney, an area that is not part of our local 

community. Throughout their Middle School years, they will build new relationships that 

will again be cut off, since upon graduating middle school, they will be part of a very small 

group of students from PGMS attending Dulaney High School (DHS), located in the 

Timonium/Cockeysville area. Again, our children will be experiencing a move into a new 

town, a new group of peers, at another pivotal moment in their lives where some familiarity 

could be so beneficial for them. It seems it would be much more cohesive to have the 

children from CMES and JES attend middle and high schools in the same area.  

In summary, our hope is that this boundary study will result in an option that will keep 

CMES and JES students together in the CMS boundary. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

• February 27, 2023, 15:58 hours, M. Doty - We recently moved to 

__________________________. When we moved from _____________________________, 

we ensured our daughters would still be zoned for Perry Hall Middle and Perry Hall High 

School. We discovered that Option 6 would negatively impact us because our daughters 

would be zoned Pine Grove Middle School. We cannot imagine how transportation would 

operate effectively all the way to Pine Grove Middle School. It will not work. Please remove 

option 6. Kingsville has been and will always be a small town that is closely knit with Perry 

Hall. We have ONE tiny elementary school that feeds into Perry Hall Middle. Our children 

should not be disrupted by this possibility.  

 

• February 27, 2023, 19:23 hours, A. Molloy  - I have 3 kids in Gunpowder Elementary. They 

are zoned right now for Perryhall Middle school.  We bought our house specifically for the 

Perryhall schools! If we wanted our kids to go to pinegrove we could have saved some 

money and bought our home In Parkville.  We are currently less than 5 minutes from 
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Perryhall Middle school. ( we live off Klausmier) If we move to pine Grove that is 15-20 

minutes  away In car. Probably 30 - 45 minutes on bus one way. This is not ideal for all of 

Gunpowder to switch to PineGrove Middle! 

 

• February 27, 2023, 21:02 hours, J. Cook - Our community is closely linked to Cockeysville 

and the feeder schools that attend. They participate in sports programs, dance programs, 

scouts, volunteering, etc. from a young age in the Cockeysville area.  

Our children need the emotional and social stability of attending Cockeysville Middle 

School. If the decision is made to send our children to Pine Grove, we will be forced to face 

severe social and emotional impact's at a time when our children are incredibly vulnerable. I 

fear that a decision that sends out students from Carroll Manor to Pine Grove will further 

segment the community as a majority of the families will seek out options for their children, 

weakening the community and the over all budget and support of BCPS 

 

• February 27, 2023, 21:22 hours, A. Cook - Our CMES community is closely linked to 

Cockeysville and the feeder schools that attend there. They participate in sports programs, 

dance programs, scouts, volunteering, etc. from a young age with students in the 

Cockeysville area.  

Our children need the emotional and social stability of attending Cockeysville Middle School 

as they transition to middle school. If the decision is made to send our children to Pine 

Grove, we will be forced to face severe social and emotional impacts at a time when our 

children are incredibly vulnerable. The rates of anxiety, depression, and suicidal thoughts are 

already increasing at alarming rates in this age group - the feeling of being uprooted at this 

time is detrimental.  

In addition, a decision that sends our students from Carroll Manor to Pine Grove will further 

segment the community as a majority of the families will seek out other options for their 

children, weakening the community and the overall budget and support of BCPS. 

 

• February 27, 2023, 21:45 hours, L. O’Connell - We just moved to the area from 

Montgomery county. Our daughter attends 6th grade at Ridgely. SHE ABSOLUTELY 

LOVES IT THERE! I’ve been raving about the school to everyone back home. I can’t 

imagine her having to start over AGAIN at another school next year due to boundary 

changes. One of the reasons we settled on this particular house in Phoenix was because of the 

incredible things we had heard about Ridgely. We support option 4 so our daughter can stay 

in attendance at her current school for her remaining 2 years of middle school.  

 

• February 27, 2023, 21:47 hours, M.  - DO NOT move the children that go to gunpowder 

and live in seven courts. DO NOT switch the children that live in Seven Courts to go to Pine 

Grove Middle. We moved here to go to the Perry Hall schools. Our proximity to Perry Hill 

Middle is way too close.  Start doing a better job of keeping the secondary household 

children out of the schools that they truly do not live near. Prioritize primary household 

children to go to the schools they are currently assigned to. Completely ridiculous that our 

children's Schools are being changed because of your inability to determine families that are 
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lying about their addresses in overpopulating our schools.  FIX IT!!!! And leave our children 

alone 

 

• February 27, 2023, 21:54 hours, B. Carlson - I am very concerned about the maps that 

pull Carroll Manor down to Pine Grove for middle school, such as Maps 5/6/7.  My family, 

and many I know in the Carroll Manor zone, go to the Cockeysville area on a nearly daily 

basis.  The current flow to Cockeysville makes complete sense, as well as keeping Carroll 

Manor and Jacksonville together as these communities are very intertwined.   Routing Carroll 

Manor students to Pine Grove would add an extra commute on top of where those families 

are already headed everyday for after school activities, groceries etc.   I would appreciate 

limiting the changes to just those that are critically necessary and disrupting the least number 

of families and students, especially after all the upheaval families have gone threw with 

Covid. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 00:10 hours, M. Damico - We are zoned for gunpowder elementary, 

pine grove middle and Perry hall high. I have a child in each of the three schools this year. 

4th, 6th and 9th grade. My 6th grader is having a very hard time because all of his friends he 

went all through elementary school with went to Perry hall middle and he’s at pine grove. 

We are right on the line. Literally the other side of the street is zoned for Perry hall middle. It 

would be amazing if all of gunpowder can just go to Perry hall middle. It’s hard enough 

going from elementary to middle without also having to deal with knowing no one and 

having to try and make all new friends.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 07:38 hours, M. Cohen  - We do not want to be rezoned from Ridgely 

Middle to Dumbarton Middle. The middle school years are such a critical and impactful time 

in a child’s life. When moving to the area, the middle school we are districted for played a 

huge part in the decision on where to buy our house.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 08:51 hours, S.  - We live in a Ridgely zoned Middle School 

Community. Every map that has been proposed would move us to Pine Grove Middle school. 

We moved to our neighborhood because of the schools we were zoned for. It doesn't seem 

fair to take that away from us. Please at least consider allowing residents who have lived here 

a certain amount of years to continue to go the original zoned school of Ridgely Middle 

School. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 09:47 hours, R. Thorwarth - As a parent whose child is currently zoned 

to attend Ridgely Middle School, I strongly urge you to maintain the current boundary plans 

and not rezone us to attend Pine Grove Middle School.  Ridgely Middle School has been our 

designated school for several years now, and we have established strong relationships with 

the teachers, staff, and other families in the community. Our children have thrived 

academically and socially at Ridgely, and we have been very satisfied with the quality of 

education and support they have received. Changing the school boundary plans would not 

only disrupt our children's education but also negatively impact our community. We are 
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concerned that our children would have to adjust to a new school environment, which could 

lead to academic and social setbacks. Furthermore, the disruption would cause inconvenience 

and stress for parents, who may need to make significant changes to their work and personal 

schedules. 

We understand that there may be reasons for the proposed changes to the boundary plans, but 

we respectfully request that you consider the impact on our community and maintain the 

current school boundary plans. We believe that continuity and stability are crucial to our 

children's education and well-being, and we hope that you will take our concerns into 

consideration. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 10:30 hours, A. Gladstone - I vote NO to option 6. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 11:09 hours, J. Davidson - We moved to our home after years of saving 

and hard work entirely because of the public school district options. Our child has learning 

difficulties and special needs, and Ridgley is the only middle school that meets the standards 

he requires to succeed. We're not the only family in this position, and it's frustrating that the 

school system here has introduced fresh hurdles for families already dealing with too much. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 11:17 hours, K. Hodges  - My three children currently attend Carroll 

Manor Elementary School and are currently districted for Cockeysville Middle and Dulaney 

High. I specifically moved from Manor Road to my current area in 2020 for Cockeysville 

Middle and Dulaney High to avoid Ridgley Middle and Loch Raven High.  I want my 

children to have the best possible education with other children from their area that they play 

sports with, attend scouts with and have grown up with.  Pine Grove Middle will not be able 

to provide my children with the best education at the same level that Cockeysville will. It 

will also not be able to provide them connection with their peers. Middle school is a difficult 

time for children transitioning into their teenage years and redistricting them to a location 

that is unfamiliar with children they do not know will not help avoid depression and anxiety 

which is rapidly increasing for this age group.  

One of my children is on the spectrum and requires an IEP.  Cockeysville has a very strong 

IEP program that will best help my child succeed.  

I also want to keep the property value of my new home up, which is strongly correlated with 

the schools it is districted for.  

There are many considerations at play in this decision and based on the current maps I am in 

favor of Map 4, which I understand that even though it received a significant number of votes 

was arbitrarily removed or Map 1.  Please listen to the parents of the children you are 

affecting and not just a committee of a few individuals who will not be personally affected by 

this.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 11:20 hours, A. Feehly - I disagree with the boundary around 

Kingsville Elementary school. Only one map has the option to split the school. 
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Transportation is already and issue. This would compound that. For such a small school, it 

does not make sense to spilt them  

 

• February 28, 2023, 11:36 hours, J. Beck - Committee - As students at Carroll Manor Elem., 

my children are districted for Cockeysville Middle and a smaller portion of the community is 

designated to Ridgely Middle school. These boundaries are vast enough, please do not 

convolute them anymore. School boundaries are to reflect compact areas within a 

community. Please do not take the build of these new middle school/s as an opportunity to 

fulfill an agenda.  

We have an opportunity and obligation to keep these children within their current school 

boundaries as they have just returned to normalcy after the past few traumatic years. " 

 

• February 28, 2023, 11:47 hours, R.  - Why is Golden Ring middle school even on the list 

if the school is closing 

 

• February 28, 2023, 12:02 hours, M. C.  - In rethinking our school boundaries, I'm sure 

equity and inclusion are important factors to consider along with proximity.  

When designing for equitable use, the tools must be useful to people with diverse abilities. 

They must be simple and intuitive. For example, color should not be the only indicator for 

recent information or for interactive elements.  

If you want to engage community participation, universal design is paramount.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 12:16 hours, J. Nohe - I have a big problem with the updated plans that 

have half of Riderwood Elementary going to Ridgely and Half to Dumbarton. Particularly 

that there are some of these homes (mine included) that will be with all their peers at 

Riderwood, then go to Dumbarton, then rejoin their original group of peers at Dulaney.  

Please correct the boundary lines to re-include the Seminary Ridge Neighborhood back into 

the Ridgely boundary area as it was. Josh Nohe 

•  

• February 28, 2023, 12:19 hours, M. Aitkenhead - I would strongly encourage the committee 

to select Option A (Formerly Map 1).  Please keep the Carroll Manor ES and Jacksonville ES 

community together and feeding to Cockeysville/Ridgely MS.  Our students play sports 

together, attend the same community facilities and have been interacting with each other for 

years!  Please do not split that up!  Option A/1 is the least disruptive to our community.  

Additionally, we work, play sports, eat, shop and will attend high school in the Timonium 

and Cockeysville area, to disrupt that would not make any sense.   

 

• February 28, 2023, 12:21 hours, M. Aitkenhead - Kill Options B, C & D (formerly Maps 5, 

6 & 7)!  Our children that are entering middle school next year have already been severely 

impacted by the pandemic.  They missed 1.5 years (3rd/4th grade) of in person instruction 

and they have paid the price with low test scores, delays in reading and math and significant 

impacts to social and emotional wellbeing.  Another major impact to these children is absurd 

and I can not even believe it is being considered.  These options would shift children mid-
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Middle School either in 7th or 8th grade to new schools or if they choose to stay their 

connections and friends will be completely disrupted.  Please BCPS remove options 5, 6 and 

7, these are way too impactful to our children that have already suffered enough!   

 

• February 28, 2023, 12:40 hours, W. Buttarazz - My apologies. I must have missed 

something. Can anyone explain why Hereford Middle School is not part of this conversation?  

 

• February 28, 2023, 12:45 hours, M. Frankie - My concerns are coming from the Rossville 

Elementary feeder regions.  Option 1 has current Rossville families that can walk or take a 1 

minute car ride going to Parkville Middle instead of the new middle school.  These houses 

are about a 9 to 10 minute car ride to Parkville Middle School.    I believe the options did not 

appropriately take into account that Rossville Elementary has been built and is a school 

community.  These families already came from 6 different area elementary schools to make a 

new school community.  Option 1 negates that community.  It basically has children going to 

the middle schools they were districted to if they were still at their old schools.  These kids 

had to adjust, grow, and leave friends behind.  I feel it is not in the best interest of the child to 

be in one community for elementary school and then completely dispersed for middle school 

when the school system made it one community by drawing those Rossville Elementary 

lines.   

I am not suggesting every Rossville student goes to the new school.  However, I am asking to 

change or negate option 1.  The option should be at a minimum changed to draw the 

boundary lines where houses very close to the new middle school actually go to the new 

middle school.   I think everyone can agree that it does not at all make sense for that not to 

happen. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 13:52 hours, B. Johnson - Thank you for your efforts and dedication to 

the students and families of Baltimore county and looking for solutions to alleviate 

overcrowding in our schools while promoting quality education and continuity of our 

community. We, those from Carroll Manor Elementary School, are in support of Map 1 as 

this is the only option that keeps our community together. Carroll Manor Elementary and 

Jacksonville Elementary have long standing community connections. We are a very small 

and intertwined community, sharing school events, sports, and social groups (ie Boy and Girl 

Scouts, church groups, camp), etc. Redistricting Carroll Manor out of the 

Cockeysville/Ridgely MS zone would rip apart our community. It is our hope to keep our 

community together by choosing Map 1, rather than being pushed to a new school and 

community which we have no ties with the surrounding area.  Following the upheaval that 

these children endured during the pandemic, our children need and deserve community 

stability to help them grow socially and academically. Map 7 is an unacceptable option for 

our community as it divides our community that we have spent decades establishing with 

Jacksonville ES, Cockeysvill MS and Ridgley MS families and businesses. We support Map 

1 and keeping our community united behind our children and their future.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 13:56 hours, H. Barnard - I am opposed to Option 5/B. 
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I live at _____________, off of Providence Road and want my children to continue to go to 

Ridgely Middle School. Thank you." 

 

• February 28, 2023, 13:58 hours, S. Thorwarth - As a parent whose child is currently zoned 

to attend Ridgely Middle School, I strongly urge you to maintain the current boundary plans 

and not rezone us to attend Pine Grove Middle School. 

Ridgely Middle School has been our designated school for several years now, and we have 

established strong relationships with the teachers, staff, and other families in the community. 

Our children have thrived academically and socially at Ridgely, and we have been very 

satisfied with the quality of education and support they have received. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 14:18 hours, B. Barnard - Hello. I am the parent of two children 

currently zoned for Ridgely Middle. I am a part of the Providence Parents Association and 

am writing in support of the work that we are doing with the Chatterleigh Association.  

Attached here is the summary from that letter from our association, one that I fully support: 

The Chatterleigh Association and members of the Providence Parent Association strongly 

support redistricting options that retain our Providence Rd. neighborhood in the Ridgely 

Middle School bounds. The BCPS Boundary Study Committee has voted to present four 

options for community input: 

Option 1, 5, 6, and 7. We understand that the options may be retitled as Options A, B, C, and 

D. To assure clarity, in the balance of this message I will refer to the options as 1/A, 5/B, 

6/C, and 7 / D. Consistent with BCPS Rule 1280, which guides redistricting decisions, we 

support Options 1/A, 6/C, and 7 /D. We strongly oppose Option 5/B, which would fracture 

the continuity of the Providence Rd. community while providing no material improvement to 

BCPS middle school space efficiency or Diversity Options 1/A, 6/C, and 7 /D retain the 

strong bond between our community and the public schools we cherish, while effectively 

meeting the BCPS Primary and Secondary Considerations outlined in BCPS Rule 1280. We 

vigorously oppose Option 5/B, which is inconsistent with BCPS Rule 1280 and would harm 

our students and irreparably fracture our neighborhood. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 15:23 hours, R. Yoskey - I am part of the Providence Parent Association 

(PPA), which includes families from Chatterleigh, Hampton Gardens, Historic Hampton, 

Dogwood Hills, Dunellen, and Pineleigh (planning blocks 226, 227, 228, 232, and 233).  For 

the primary reasons set forth below and based on committee feedback and voting at the 

meeting on February 22, 2023, I support the following BCPS middle school Options that 

keep our geographic area zoned for Ridgely Middle School: Option 1(A), Option 6(C), and 

Option 7(D). Options 1(A), 6(C), and 7(D) retain the strong bond between our community 

and the public schools we cherish, while effectively meeting the BCPS Primary and 

Secondary Considerations outlined in BCPS Rule 1280. I strongly oppose Option 5(B), 

which is inconsistent with BCPS Rule 1280 and would harm our students and irreparably 

fracture our neighborhood.   

1. Efficient school capacity use: According to documents published by BCPS contractor, 

Cropper GIS, Options 6(C) and 7(D) provide the best balance among all options as all 
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schools withing the study area are within 3% of the district average of 87% capacity. Option 

6(C) correctly anticipates future potential population pressure on Ridgely by annexing the 

northwest part of Ridgely’s current boundary to Cockeysville Middle School, which will still 

be below 90% capacity in 2031. Option 7(D) further anticipates population pressure on 

Ridgely by annexing the northeast part of Ridgely’s current boundary to Pine Grove Middle 

School. 

2. Maintaining or increasing diversity: Options 6(C) and 7(D) would maintain Ridgely 

Middle School’s already-diverse student body. Conversely, rezoning children of the PPA 

would not meaningfully change the diversity mix at Loch Raven Technical Academy. 

3. Continuity of neighborhoods: For decades, the children along the Providence Road 

corridor have attended nearby Hampton Elementary School and Ridgely Middle School, 

which are a short distance along the same street to the west of our neighborhood. Family 

planning decisions have been made based on the proximity of these schools and their 

geographic alignment with our community. Many families have multiple children and 

Options 6(C) and 7(D) maintain the same direction of travel for both elementary and middle 

schools.  Loch Raven Technical Academy is in the opposite direction from our elementary 

school alignment and sending our children there would be unacceptably disruptive. 

4. Transportation impact and geographic features: Our neighborhoods are naturally bounded 

to the south by I-695 and to the east by the eastern ridge of Cromwell Valley. Ridgely Middle 

School is easily accessible to our community via several routes north of I-695, which impacts 

the timeliness of student arrivals and departures and increases parent involvement at school 

activities. This transportation flexibility for parents is invaluable, while avoiding 

unpredictable congestion of I-695.  In contrast, shifting our neighborhoods to Loch Raven 

Technical Academy would mean parents and buses would need to pass through two large 

commercial zones along Goucher Boulevard and Joppa Road. A transportation pattern Loch 

Raven Technical Academy from the northern Providence Road corridor would further 

exacerbate morning and afternoon congestion for the broader community, while harming 

access in an already busy area. 

In summary, Options 6(C) or 7(D) are the best long-term choices. While Options 6(C) and 

7(D) move the highest number of students now, it would mean fewer boundary disruptions in 

the future. As indicated in Cropper GIS’s overview of Options 6(C) and 7(D), these offer the 

best balance among all the schools within the study. The students and families along the 

Providence corridor would be irreparably harmed by redistricting our neighborhood outside 

of its natural bounds. We wish to maintain the strong bonds between our community and our 

public schools, and Options 6(C) and 7(D) are the solutions that best meet this goal. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 17:47 hours, C. White - I appreciate the effort to minimize the number 

of splits from elementary school to middle school. However, with high school boundaries not 

being redrawn, it puts our children in an even harder social/emotional situation come 9th 

grade. We are currently Riderwood, Ridgley, Dulaney. If the new middle school boundaries 

are adopted, we would be Riderwood, Dumbarton, Dulaney. Meaning after being with the 

same kids in school for 9 years, we have to start all over in high school (while the majority of 

kids entering Dulaney would have already been together throughout middle school). 
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Additionally, there appear to be no options that keep us in Ridgley. Is there a reason for that? 

Finally, options 6 and 7 show that some current Dumbarton zoning would shift to Loch 

Raven, therefore making room for us to join Dumbarton. In every other option, there are no 

outgoing shifts to Dumbarton, simply us being added to Dumbarton which seems to increase 

enrollment and have the opposite effect of what the boundary changes are supposed to 

accomplish.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 17:53 hours, R. Yeager - We are currently zoned for Perry Hall middle 

and it is over crowded! 

 

• February 28, 2023, 17:59 hours, M. Kovacs - I am part of the Providence Parent 

Association (PPA), which includes families from Chatterleigh, Hampton Gardens, Historic 

Hampton, Dogwood Hills, Dunellen, and Pineleigh (planning blocks 226, 227, 228, 232, and 

233).  For the primary reasons set forth below and based on committee feedback and voting 

at the meeting on February 22, 2023, I support the following BCPS middle school Options 

that keep our geographic area zoned for Ridgely Middle School: Option 1(A), Option 6(C), 

and Option 7(D). Options 1(A), 6(C), and 7(D) retain the strong bond between our 

community and the public schools we cherish, while effectively meeting the BCPS Primary 

and Secondary Considerations outlined in BCPS Rule 1280. I strongly oppose Option 5(B), 

which is inconsistent with BCPS Rule 1280 and would harm our students and irreparably 

fracture our neighborhood.   

1. Efficient school capacity use: According to documents published by BCPS contractor, 

Cropper GIS, Options 6(C) and 7(D) provide the best balance among all options as all 

schools withing the study area are within 3% of the district average of 87% capacity. Option 

6(C) correctly anticipates future potential population pressure on Ridgely by annexing the 

northwest part of Ridgely’s current boundary to Cockeysville Middle School, which will still 

be below 90% capacity in 2031. Option 7(D) further anticipates population pressure on 

Ridgely by annexing the northeast part of Ridgely’s current boundary to Pine Grove Middle 

School. 

2. Maintaining or increasing diversity: Options 6(C) and 7(D) would maintain Ridgely 

Middle School’s already-diverse student body. Conversely, rezoning children of the PPA 

would not meaningfully change the diversity mix at Loch Raven Technical Academy. 

3. Continuity of neighborhoods: For decades, the children along the Providence Road 

corridor have attended nearby Hampton Elementary School and Ridgely Middle School, 

which are a short distance along the same street to the west of our neighborhood. Family 

planning decisions have been made based on the proximity of these schools and their 

geographic alignment with our community. Many families have multiple children and 

Options 6(C) and 7(D) maintain the same direction of travel for both elementary and middle 

schools.  Loch Raven Technical Academy is in the opposite direction from our elementary 

school alignment and sending our children there would be unacceptably disruptive. 

4. Transportation impact and geographic features: Our neighborhoods are naturally bounded 

to the south by I-695 and to the east by the eastern ridge of Cromwell Valley. Ridgely Middle 

School is easily accessible to our community via several routes north of I-695, which impacts 
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the timeliness of student arrivals and departures and increases parent involvement at school 

activities. This transportation flexibility for parents is invaluable, while avoiding 

unpredictable congestion of I-695.  In contrast, shifting our neighborhoods to Loch Raven 

Technical Academy would mean parents and buses would need to pass through two large 

commercial zones along Goucher Boulevard and Joppa Road. A transportation pattern Loch 

Raven Technical Academy from the northern Providence Road corridor would further 

exacerbate morning and afternoon congestion for the broader community, while harming 

access in an already busy area. 

In summary, Options 6(C) or 7(D) are the best long-term choices. While Options 6(C) and 

7(D) move the highest number of students now, it would mean fewer boundary disruptions in 

the future. As indicated in Cropper GIS’s overview of Options 6(C) and 7(D), these offer the 

best balance among all the schools within the study. The students and families along the 

Providence corridor would be irreparably harmed by redistricting our neighborhood outside 

of its natural bounds. We wish to maintain the strong bonds between our community and our 

public schools, and Options 6(C) and 7(D) are the solutions that best meet this goal. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 18:07 hours, J. Pettit - Currently, my son is slated to attend Perry Hall 

Middle School.  This is how it should stay. We specifically purchased our home in 

Nottingham/Perry Hall for the Perry Hall schools including Perry Hall Middle. It doesn't 

make sense to me that my son would attend a middle school in Parkville when Perry Hall 

Middle school is right up the street. Also, it will be so disruptive to change him from Perry 

Hall Middle School where he will attend in 6th grade and then move to a PARKVILLE 

school in 7th grade. I vote for my son to stay at Perry Hall Middle School! 

 

• February 28, 2023, 18:11 hours, H. F - I would like know which school district each voting 

member is currently in and how each plan would affect which school their kids would go to 

(better/worse/the same) and also how it would affect their homes value.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 18:21 hours, N. Lattanzi - I am overwhelmingly AGAINST Map 

Option D (7) (or any map), which would send the entire student body of Carroll Manor 

Elementary students to Pine Grove MS. This option would be highly disruptive to our 

community. Students in our community currently attend Cockeysville Middle School (with a 

few attending Ridgely). It truly has been a fantastic experience. Coming from the close-knit 

community of Carroll Manor Elementary School and Jacksonville Elementary, it has been 

wonderful that our children get to unite with their Jacksonville friends in Middle school, as 

we are ONE community. They play sports together (Carroll Manor Rec), dance together, 

belong to the same community pool, and we are neighbors in every way. In fact, there are 

currently former JES students on my children's bus, as we live less than a mile from the 

boundary between CMES and JES. We also share buses with Dulaney High School. 

Redistricting our children to any Middle School that takes them out of their community 

would also be incredibly disruptive to their social development and mental health, especially 

after the pandemic and the past three years. Right now, ANY map (current, new, future, or 

please bring the other options back) that keeps our children at Cockeysville (or Ridgley MS, 
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as that will also keep our children a part of our current community) is far and away the best 

option for CMES as it keeps everyone together and, more importantly, keeps our children at 

a middle school THAT FEEDS into Dulaney HS. Keeping our children at their current 

middle school is the MOST important for continuing friendships made in middle and high 

school. The map option D (7), where the entire CMES student population would go to Pine 

Grove, is awful for our community and children. Not only does it not allow our children to 

go to Middle School with our Jacksonville neighbors, but it would also prevent them from 

forming friendships with other children they could carry into high school. We are thrilled to 

have our children attend Cockeysville and Dulaney High School (we moved to our house 

precisely for that reason). By redistricting them to PGMS, the transition would be terrible if 

they were separate from other CMS and RMS students in middle school. Also, this option 

makes no sense for parents with children in both middle and high school. It currently takes 5 

minutes to go from Cockeysville to Dulaney. Redistricting to PGMS would put more than 

20-25 minutes between the middle and high schools, with the shortest distance requiring you 

to get on the beltway, another reason this is a terrible option for our community and, frankly, 

would be a commuting nightmare. Attending PGMS will also negatively impact our students' 

time on the bus, as my house is farther from Pine Grove than Cockeysville (10-12min vs. 

almost 20). Additionally, most, if not all, of us live our lives in the 

Timonium/Cockeysville/Hunt Valley area. Our doctors, dentists, and orthodontists are all 

there. Many have jobs in this area to be near the schools. It would have a massive impact on 

our community and families lives to make this change. We are all absolutely a part of the 

greater Cockeysville/Timonium community and have structured our entire lives as such. 

Redistricting our children to attend Pine Grove Middle School, which is in a completely 

different direction and community will adversely affect our children and the entire families. 

One of the objectives listed for the boundary study is "Continuity of Community." By 

sending our children to PGMS, you would effectively remove them from the only community 

they know. Our Carroll Manor community supports boundaries that reflect the historical 

borders of communities. 

 

• February 28, 2023, 18:25 hours, A. Holland  - Option 6/Option C divides Kingsville 

Elementary school into two different middle schools.  With Kingsville being such a small 

community school, I am concern about the few number of student not having peers from their 

elementary school if they have to attend Pine Grove Middle School. Looking at the planning 

blocks this represents only 82 students.  Considering the social and emotional well-being of 

students transitioning to middle school it is important to have peers to support this transition.  

 

• February 28, 2023, 19:27 hours, C. ODonnell -  The proposed changes for Longford 

Community zoning current Riderwood/Ridgley students to Dumbarton Middle is not 

desirable.  After Dumbarton only 4% of students would be zoned to Dulaney.  This presents a 

social and developmental hardship for these students.  Not to mention transportation 

concerns with the extreme distances of older children at Dulaney and younger children at 

Dumbarton.  My son will be in 8th grade at Ridgley for the 24/25 school year and will be 

moved to Dumbarton for one year to be pulled with only 4% population to Dulaney.  After 
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these children being through 2 years of disruption academically and emotionally we cannot 

enforce them to move schools for the 8th grade year.  There should be an exception for these 

children.  None of the proposals keep these children at Ridgley.   

 

• February 28, 2023, 22:41 hours, R. Weaver - They should build a middle school for 

BayCountry and Oliver Beach and surrounding new homes. We pay alot of money and live 

here for a safer more well established community. We do not want to bus our kids to Middle 

Tier.  

 

• March 1, 2023, 00:26 hours, C. Goodman - Hello - We believe establishing locational 

continuity of student enrollments from middle school through high school is important for 

student social and emotional health, particularly in their formative teenage years. For this 

reason, our family supports consolidating students from all of Fellowship Forest to attend the 

same middle school - Dumbarton Middle School. This, in turn, will ease their transition to 

Towson High School, which is where all Fellowship Forest students attend. Now, students 

residing in our neighborhood attend two different middle schools, resulting in our students 

have difficulty finding peers in the community where they live, as well as maintaining social 

connections as they advance into high school. Again, we strongly support assigning all 

homes in Fellowship Forest to Dumbarton Middle School. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide local community input to this important decision. 

 

• March 1, 2023, 07:21 hours, J. West - We moved into this neighborhood 11 years ago 

because of the schools. My daughter attended Riderwood and now Ridgely and eventually 

Dulaney. My younger daughter attends Riderwood and would be affected by this study.  We 

live in the small section zoned to these schools and several students go to private schools 

making the students that advance to middle school together even smaller. Since a large 

population advances to Dulaney from Ridgely, I think changing schools to Dumbarton in 

every scenario will make the transition to high school more difficult.  None of the students 

that attend Riderwood that are currently zoned to Dumbarton will attend Dulaney.  I also 

think this change may convince more families to switch to private school to prevent starting 

high school with such few familiar faces. This would also likely lengthen an already long bus 

ride.  I would like to see an option where we could remain zoned to Ridgely.  

 

• March 1, 2023, 07:26 hours, M. Cummons - The boundary lines for Dumbarton Middle 

School need to be extended to Goucher Boulevard. The students living between York Road 

and Goucher Boulevard off of Stevenson Lane are more aligned with the Dumbarton school 

population. As well, these students are looking to be challenged and surrounded by peers 

who value education. I am a tutor who works with quite a few Dumbarton Students and I live 

in Fellowship Forest. Fellowship Forest should be zoned for Dumbarton Middle School.  

 

• March 1, 2023, 07:53 hours, E.  - N/a 
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• March 1, 2023, 07:56 hours, L. Childs  - I am against Maps 5,6,7, I am for Map 1 with 

minor changes noted below. The small elementary school in our community (Carroll Manor) 

shares a recreation center/council with Jacksonville Elementary. These changes (other than 

Map 1) would have most/all Carroll Manor students separated from their community. I 

support boundaries that are reflective of historical borders. This means that Map 1 is closest, 

but in order to create appropriate bus times would need to move PB229/230 back to Ridgely 

as currently zoned. The bus service to our area has been extremely problematic this year. Bus 

ride times to this area are already very long (over 40 mins) and will increase with the 

currently proposed maps. Our children have already endured the upheaval of COVID and are 

now being asked to sit on a bus for an hour to and from a school where they have no 

community ties. This is a small number of children (34) and would put them at an extreme 

disadvantage. Keeping our community together at Cockeysville would be acceptable, but 

given the school location, I would still propose that PB 229/230 remain at Ridgely. Ridgely 

is not overcrowded and this is a very small number of students who would experience 

significantly increased time on buses if moved to another school. 

 

• March 1, 2023, 08:10 hours, J.  - I support Option 1(A) and any other options that keep 

Carroll Manor ES kids at Cockeysville and/or Ridgely Middle schools.  We are a United 

community with the neighboring Jacksonville community. Our children participate in so 

many extracurriculars with Jacksonville ES students and families. We want our kids to 

continue their journeys with their friends from Cockeysville and Ridgely. Please think about 

the Social Emotional learning of our kids! A move to an unfamiliar community like Pine 

Grove will be detrimental to them.  

 

• March 1, 2023, 08:53 hours, E. Beck - To Whom It May Concern, 

After reviewing the various Middle School Boundary study and the various options, I would 

like to voice my public support for Option #1.  This would essentially consolidate all CMES 

students into Cockeysville MS and make for a more clean delineation of districting and help 

maintain student relationships as they transition from ES to MS. In the absence of the first 

Option I would also like to see Map Option #4 back on the table as I believe these benefits 

are similar to Option 1.  There is no perfect solution, but I believe aligning the CMES 

students with Jacksonville Elementary students, makes the most sense. 

Thank you, Ernie Beck 

 

• March 1, 2023, 09:20 hours, K. Karatzakislis  - Option 2 to be districted for the new school 

and NOT middle river  

 

March 1, 2023, 09:23 hours, Z. Mirza - Dumbarton should be an option for residents of 

fellowship forest. 
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